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Welcome to Emerging Civil War’s 
2014-2015 speakers bureau. 

Since we were founded in the summer of 2011, 
we have offered dozens of talks to Roundtables, 
Historical Societies, and other 
groups interested in Civil War 
history—and we look forward to 
the chance to work with you.

Our historians come from a wide 
variety of backgrounds and have 
a wide variety of interests, so 
hopefully you’ll find something 
here that will be of interest 
to your group. Our brochure 
features background 
information on each 
speaker as well as a 
listing of the programs 
they’ll each offer 
this season. 
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To book one of our speakers, feel free to email us at 
emergingcivilwar@gmail.com. Let us know who you’re 
interesting in contacting and which program you’re 
interested in. (You may contact more than one speaker 
at a time.) Please also let us know when your meetings 
are, what dates you have available, and what travel 
accommodations your group is able to offer. Let us know 
any other information that would be helpful, as well.

If there’s a particular topic you’re interested in but 
don’t see here, feel free to inquire and we’ll do our 
best to accommodate your request. Likewise, you may 
see a story that interests you on our blog by one of our 
writers who’s not listed here; we’ll be happy to pass 
along those inquiries, as well.

For a current listing of our speaking engagements, see 
http://emergingcivilwar.com/speakers-bureau/upcoming-
presentations/



Edward Alexander

“Your knowledge of the time frame, armies, etc. during the Petersburg siege is 
incredible.”

“You gave us great information and a clarity of the events leading up to and 
after the Breakthrough. I appreciated having the opportunity to set foot in 
these locations and hear your story.”

“Dawn of Victory”: Breakthrough at Petersburg
After a nine and a half month long campaign to capture the city 
of Petersburg, the Army of the Potomac’s Sixth Corps formed 
up April 2, 1865, for a bayonet assault on the Confederate 
earthworks. Examine how developments during the last week 
of that campaign—as well as the Sixth’s previous combat expe-
rience—allowed these forlorn tactics to succeed.

The Battle of Rappahannock Station: 
“The Most Brilliant and Successful Affair”
Discover a small November 7, 1863 engagement—from the 
forgotten period in the eastern theater between Gettysburg 
and Grant—with large implications. After losing his bridgehead 
over the Rappahannock River in the “saddest chapter in the 
history of this army,” Lee will never again recapture the initia-
tive to recross that river and assume the strategic offensive.

Old Salem Church
Explore the events surrounding an innocuous brick structure 
near Fredericksburg that “converted the House of God into 
a charnel house.” During the war, Salem Church, just outside 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, served as a safe haven for displaced 
refugees, citadel for Confederate sharpshooters, epicenter of a 
Union assault, and hospital for both sides.

Roundball to Rimfire: Civil War Small Arms & Tactics
Compare the advances in weapons technology during the 
war—from the muzzle-loading smoothbore to the breech-load-



ing rifle—with the limited tactics employed to understand the 
great rarity in scoring a truly decisive victory on the battlefield.

Captain Abraham Lincoln’s Black Hawk War
Follow the path of twenty-three year old Abraham Lincoln 
during the Black Hawk War of 1832. Despite never actively 
participating in battle, his experience shaped his future and 
influenced his role as commander-in-chief during the American 
Civil War.

Edward S. Alexander is the author of the forthcoming 
Emerging Civil War Series book Dawn of Victory: Breakthrough 
at Petersburg. Since 2011, he has worked at Pamplin Historical 
Park & The National Museum of the Civil War Soldier 
in Petersburg, Virginia, and has previously worked with 
Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park and the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources. A 2009 graduate of the 
University of Illinois with a Bachelor of Arts in History. Edward 
currently resides in Richmond, Virginia.



Daniel T. Davis

A Grand Charge: Emory Upton 
and the Battle of Spotsylvania 
Court House
Explores the role of Emory 
Upton during the battle and his 
contribution to the evolution of 
tactics.

Green Mountain Valor: 
The Vermont Brigade in the 
Battle of the Wilderness
Explores the role of Lewis 
Grant’s Vermont Brigade during the battle.

Let Us Have a Fair Fight: George Custer, Thomas Rosser 
and the Battle of Tom’s Brook
Examines the friendship between Custer and Rosser, both in 
the ante- and postbellum years, and one of the battles in which 
they directly engaged.

The Most Desperate Acts of Gallantry: 
George Custer’s Experiences as a Staff Officer
Examines Custer’s role and battle participation prior to his 
promotion to General officer.

The Rock Hurler: George Crook, the Army of West Virginia 
and the Battle of Fisher’s Hill
Discuses the pivotal role and subsequent controversy involving 
George Crook and the Army of West Virginia during the Battle 
of Fisher’s Hill.

A Terrible Deadly Fire: The Battle of Brawner Farm
Examines the opening engagement of the Battle of Second 
Manassas.



Through Trials to Triumph: 
A Contrast in Custer’s Civil War Leadership
Contrasts two of Custer’s actions in two battles, Trevilian 
Station and Tom’s Brook.

Daniel Davis is a regular contributor to Emerging Civil War 
With Phillip Greenwalt, he is co-author of the Emerging Civil 
War Series titles Bloody Autumn: The Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign of 1864 and Hurricane from the Heavens: The Battle 
of Cold Harbor. Daniel is a graduate of Longwood University, 
with a B.A. in Public History. Dan has worked as a historian at 
both Appomattox Court House National Historic Site and at the 
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park. Dan has 
spoken at Civil 
War roundtables 
in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, 
Virginia and 
North Carolina. 
He resides in 
Fredericksbug, 
Virginia, with his 
wife, Katy, and 
their beagle mix, 
Bayla. His latest 
book, Calamity 
in Carolina: 
The Battles of 
Averasboro and 
Bentonville, co-
authored with 
Greenwalt, is due 
in spring 2015.



Robert “Bert” 
Dunkerly

No Turning Back: 
The Overland Campaign 
and Battle of Cold Harbor
This talk addresses common 
myths and misconceptions 
about Cold Harbor.

To the Bitter End
Most of us know the details 
of Appomattox and even 
the Bennett Place in North 
Carolina, but what about the 
other surrenders? I delve 
into the lesser-known surrenders in Alabama, Arkansas, and 
Texas, and discuss how the war ended—and how that set up 
the early stages of Reconstruction.

The Confederate Surrender 
at Greensboro
The largest troop surrender of the war, a story with many 
fascinating twists and turns.

Civil War Flags
Discussing how flags were made, used in battle, and their fate 
at war’s end

The Richmond Bread Riot
How the largest civil disturbance in the Confederacy unfolded.  
What was behind it and how did it happen?

Stones River
Desperate Winter Battle in Middle Tennessee. This often-
overlooked battle came at a crucial point in the war, and I enjoy 
discussing its context and consequences.



Civil War Railroads
I analyze how both sides made use of their resources, how 
railroads affected military strategy and operations, and 
summarize the impact of railroads on the war.

Battlefield Preservation
I am fascinated by memory and how historic sits are 
commemorated. Using research from my Master’s thesis, 
I discuss the evolution of battlefield preservation and 
interpretation, looking at past trends and how preservation has 
changed.

Also able to speak on Revolutionary War topics: 
Battles of Kings Mountain, Cowpens, Guilford Courthouse, 
Ninety Six, Women in the Revolution, etc.

Other topics of interest include Colonial settlement and 
archaeology in the 17th and 18th centuries, 
Historical Memory & Commemoration, and the War of 1812.

Robert M. Dunkerly, co-author of the Emerging Civil War 
Series book No Turning Back: A Guide to the 1864 Overland 
Campaign, is a historian, award-winning author, and speaker 
who is actively involved in historic preservation and research. He 
holds a degree in History from St. Vincent College and a Masters 
in Historic Preservation from Middle Tennessee State University. 
He has worked at nine historic sites, written seven books, and 
more than twenty articles. His research includes archaeology, 
colonial life, military history, and historic commemoration. 
Dunkerly is currently a Park Ranger at Richmond National 
Battlefield Park.  Currently he is Vice President of the Richmond 
Civil War Round Table, and serves on the Preservation 
Committee of the American Revolution Round Table-Richmond. 
He has visited over 400 battlefields and over 700 historic sites 
worldwide. When not reading or writing, he enjoys hiking, 
camping, and photography.



Phillip 
Greenwalt

“The future of Civil War history is 
in good hands with this energetic 
young historian.” — Lynchburg, VA, 
Sesquicentennial Committee

A Fight Between the Farm 
Lanes: Battle of Groveton
Discusses the early 
portion of the Second 
Manassas campaign—the 
Battle of Groveton—and 
the ramifications of this 
engagement through the rest of the war; told from the 
perspective of the participants, from top leadership down to 
brigade level. 

From “Old Bald Head” to “Lee’s Bad Old Man”: A Study of 
the Second Corps, 
Army of Northern Virginia in 1864
From the days under the command of “Stonewall” Jackson, the 
Second Corps had proven its battlefield prowess on countless 
bloody fields. In 1864, they were asked to do even more. 
These wily veterans marched and fought from the banks of the 
Rapidan River, to the trenches of Spotsylvania and Cold Harbor, 
to the gates of Washington D.C. and back to the Shenandoah 
Valley. Serving under two of the most interesting and irascible 
men to attain high rank in the Army of Northern Virginia, this 
study traces the corps throughout the bloody, destructive, and 
highly pivotal 1864 campaign season.

A Nation Torn and A State Divided: 
Maryland in the First Two Years of the War
A discussion of Maryland, including the role and view of 
Baltimore, on the eve of the American Civil War and leading 
up to the pivotal battle of Antietam in September 1862. A look 



at what made Maryland a Southern state—whose native sons 
went South to fight for the Confederacy—and why it was also 
vital to the North—and why half of its citizens fought to keep it 
in the Union. The tale includes a few of Greenwalt’s ancestors. 

Sticking with the Colors: 
Why Confederate Soldiers Continued to Fight
Told from the perspective of the common soldier, this talk 
outlines the reasons for their continued devotion to the 
Confederacy and Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. 
Balanced against that are the views and reasons of the soldiers 
who served in the principle Western army who fought during 
the Carolina Campaign of 1865 after the return of Joseph 
Johnston. 

Where the War was Lost: The Disastrous 1862-1863 
Leadership of the Army of the Tennessee
Examines how the Confederate army’s leadership mismanaged 
and ultimately lost the Confederate heartland. xamines the 
role of Jefferson Davis and the mismanagement of his Western 
Theatre command—mismanagement that ultimately lost the 
war. Also shows the emergence of Union leadership: George 
Thomas, William Sherman, Ulysses S. Grant.

Phillip Greenwalt works as a historian with the National Park 
Service in Virginia. A regular contributor to Emerging Civil War, 
he is, with Daniel Davis, co-author of the Emerging Civil War 
Series titles Bloody Autumn: The Shenandoah Valley Campaign 
of 1864 and Hurricane from the Heavens: The Battle of Cold 
Harbor. Their latest book, Calamity in Carolina: The Battles 
of Averasboro and Bentonville, is due in the spring of 2015. 
Phill holds a bachelor’s degree in History from Wheeling Jesuit 
University, where he was the recipient of the John T. Wack History 
Award. He earned his graduate degree in American History from 
George Mason University. His ancestors include two “multiple-
great uncles” who died in the war, including one mortally 
wounded at the Battle of the Wilderness in May 1864.



Christopher L. Kolakowski

“Best Civil War Roundtable talk I’ve ever heard.” — Glenn LaFantasie
 

“A master storyteller.” — Louisville Courier-Journal

Perryville: Battle for Kentucky 
Overview of the 1862 Kentucky Campaign and Battle of 
Perryville, with discussion of the political and military impacts 
on the war.

The Campaign and Battle of Stones River 
Overview of the Stones River campaign 1862-63, with 
discussion of its importance in the war.

The Tullahoma Campaign 
Overview of Middle Tennessee operations spring and summer 
1863. Also includes a discussion of the turmoil in the Army of 
Tennessee’s high command.



The Fall of 1862: Union in Crisis 
Strategic, political, and social overview of the period September 
1 to December 31, 1862. Argues this is one of the great turning 
points of the war.

New York City’s Civil War 
Discussion of the Civil War’s impact on America’s largest city, 
1860-1865.

Stars and Stripes on Marye’s Heights: 
The Second Battle of Fredericksburg 
Overview of operations near Fredericksburg in April and early 
May 1863, including the taking of Marye’s Heights.

Other topic requests considered. Please contact for details.

Christopher L. Kolakowski received his BA in History and Mass 
Communications from Emory & Henry College, and his M.A. in 
Public History from the State University of New York at Albany. 
Chris has spent his career interpreting and preserving American 
military history with the National Park Service, New York State 
government, the Rensselaer County (NY) Historical Society, the 
Civil War Preservation Trust, Kentucky State Parks, and the 
U.S. Army. He has written and spoken on military leadership, 
the Civil War, American Revolution, Napoleonic Wars, and both 
World Wars. He is the author of two books by the History Press, 
The Civil War at Perryville: Battling For the Bluegrass and The 
Stones River & Tullahoma Campaigns: This Army Does Not 
Retreat. Chris currently serves as Director of the General Douglas 
MacArthur Memorial in Norfolk, VA. In 2015, the U.S. Army will 
publish his volume on the 1862 Virginia Campaigns as part of 
its sesquicentennial series on the Civil War. He is also working 
on a study of the Philippine Campaign of 1941-42, scheduled for 
release in 2016.



Chris Mackowski

“One of the best talks I have ever heard.” 
— Ed Bearrs

“We certainly enjoyed your presentation 
at the NCCWRT.  It was one of the best we 
have ever had.” — North Carolina CWRT 
(the oldest in the state)

“A truly first-class and enjoyable 
program.” — Western North Carolina CWRT

“You certainly have a knack for telling a 
story as you present the facts.” 
— OBX CWRT

“Your talk, or should I say your 
performance, raised the bar for us on speakers. No other speaker that we 
have had since has come up to your standard.”  — Civil War Roundtable of 
California, PA

The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson
Jackson’s loss has been called one of the major turning points 
of the war. Follow his last days, from his flank attack at 
Chancellorsville and his accidental wounding by his own men, 
to the amputation of his arm and his final journey over the 
river to rest under the shade of the trees.

The Battle of the Bloody Angle
For twenty-two straight hours, in torrential downpours, up 
to their knees in mud and blood, Federals and Confederates 
slugged it out in the most intense sustained hand-to-hand 
combat of the war. A panopoly of horror, one soldier called it. 
A Saturnalia of blood. Hell’s Half-Acre. The slaughter pen of 
Spotsylvania. Most remember it simply as the Bloody Angle.



Grant’s Last Battle: The Story Behind 
The Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant
Facing financial ruin and struggling against terminal throat 
cancer, Ulysses S. Grant fought his last battle to preserve the 
meaning of the American Civil War. His war of words, The 
Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant, would cement his place as 
not only one of America’s greatest heroes but also as one of its 
most sublime literary voices.

The Legend of Stonewall Jackson’s Arm
Stonewall Jackson gave life and limb for the Confederacy—and 
the story of that limb has taken on a life of its own. Explore the 
strange, fascinating history of Stonewall Jackson’s amputated 
left arm, with a supporting cast of characters that includes 
“The Most Dangerous Man in the Confederacy,” two American 
presidents, and the United States Marines.

Second-Guessing Richard Ewell: 
The First Day at Gettysburg
It might be the most second-guessed decision of the war: On July 
1, 1863, Confederate Lt. Gen. Richard Ewell decided it was not 
“practicable” to storm the Union position at Gettysburg after a 
hard day of fighting. As a result, history has scapegoated Ewell 
for the Confederate loss there, and critics have loudly wondered, 
“If Stonewall Jackson had been there....” But Ewell made a 
militarily sound decision—as a look at the facts will show.

That Furious Struggle: Chancellorsville 
and the High Tide of the Confederacy
For three days in May 1863, the tiny wilderness intersection 
of Chancellorsville became the most important crossroads in 
America. A campaign that began with Joe Hooker’s “perfect” 
plans ended up being remembered as “Lee’s Greatest Victory.”

We Must Strike Them a Blow: 
Battle Along the North Anna River
The most overlooked segment of the Overland Campaign also 
represented some of the best chances both generals had for 



destroying each other’s armies—but the war of attrition had 
taken a personal toll on the commanders, peppering the North 
Anna River with lost opportunities.

Chris Mackowski, Ph.D., is a professor of journalism and mass 
communication at St. Bonaventure University and historian-
in-residence at Stevenson Ridge, a historic property adjacent 
to the Spotsylvania battlefield. He also works as a historian at 
Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park, where he 
gives tours at four major Civil War battlefields (Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville, Wilderness, and Spotsylvania), as well as at the 
building where Stonewall Jackson died. With Kris White, he is co-
founder of Emerging Civil War. Together, they have co-authored 
Season of Slaughter: The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House; 
Simply Murder: The Battle of Fredericksburg; The Last Days of 
Stonewall Jackson; Grant’s Last Battle: The Story Behind the 
Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant; and Chancellorsville’s 
Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg 
and Salem Church. He’s also written books on the battles of 
Wilderness and Chancellorsville and the Army of the Potomac’s 
“Valley Forge”—the winter encampment of ‘62-’63. Mackowski 
and White have written for Civil War Times and America’s 
Civil War and have co-authored monograph-length articles on 
Spotsylvania for Blue & Gray. 



Many of our 
speakers are 
available for 
private tours 
of a wide array 
of battlefields 
and historic 
sites. We can 
accomodate 
individuals, small groups, and 
busses. For large groups visiting the 
Fredericksburg/Spotsylvania area, 
we can also make arrangements 
for catered meals on the battlefield 
as part of your tour. For more 
information, contact us at 
emergingcivilwar@gmail.com.

Emerging Civil 
War 

Battlefield Guide 
Services

TOP: Rob Orrison shows visitors 
around the Bristoe Station battlefield 
shortly after it opened to the public. 
CENTER: Managing Editor Chris 
Mackowski speaks to a bus tour from 
the McKean County (PA) Historical 
Society visiting Spotsylvania County, 
Virginia. BOTTOM: Dave Powell on 
the Chickamauga battlefield holds the 
sword of the captain of the 18th Ohio, 
carried into battle on Sept. 20, 1863.

ABOVE: Phill Greenwalt takes the Southern Maryland Civil War Roundtable through the 
Wilderness.



Rob Orrison

I keep my list of topics broad 
because there are a lot of 
topics that can be covered in 
each of these areas. If groups 
are interested in a specific 
topic within any of these 
larger areas of expertise, 
please inquire—I am happy 
to work with groups to 
develop presentations to suit 
their needs.

First Manassas 
(battle and campaign)
Including associated 
skirmishes and battle in July 1861 in Virginia

Second Manassas 
(battle and campaign)
Including all associated skirmishes and battles from Cedar 
Mountain to Chantilly

Bristoe Station
Including all associated skirmishes, battles, and personalities 
from September 1863-November 1863

Potomac Blockade
Including all associated skirmishes, battles, and personalities 
that relate to the Confederate blockade of the Potomac River, 
July 1861-March 1862

John S. Mosby
His life, and his partisan actions from 1863-1865. (I grew up 
with a photo of him on my wall as a kid!)



Rob Orrison has been working in the history field for more than 
20 years. Born and raised in Loudoun County, Virginia, Rob’s 
interest in history stem from his childhood living in Mosby’s 
Confederacy. Rob received his Bachelor’s Degree in Historic 
Preservation at Longwood College (now University) and received 
his Master’s Degree in Public History from George Mason 
University. Currently Rob serves as the Historic Operations 
Supervisor, overseeing day-to-day operations, programs, and 
events of all Prince William County-owned historic sites. Outside 
of work Rob leads tours with Civil War Excursion Tours (which he 
is co-founder) and serves as the treasurer of the Historic House 
Museum Consortium of Washington, D.C.; vice president of the 
Bull Run Civil War Roundtable; regional director of Virginia Civil 
War Trails; and serves on the Council of the Virginia Association 
of Museums.



The Battle of 
Chickamauga
An overview of the 
campaign and battle 
for Chickamauga, 
September 1863. 
This talk can be tai-
lored as needed (by 
day, by unit, etc.)

Failure in the Saddle 
An analysis of 
Confederate cavalry 
operations in the Chickamauga Campaign, focusing on the 
relationship between Bragg, Forrest, and Wheeler.

Command Decisions  
Rosecrans vs. Bragg. How the differing leadership styles of 
these two men influenced the way their armies fought.  

Tullahoma: The Forgotten Campaign 
An exploration of the Army of the Cumberland’s military 
operations, June 26 to July 4, 1863.

A Reconnaissance Gone Awry: Captain Samuel 
R. Johnston’s fateful trip to Little Round Top 
Examining the route, mission, and results of Captain Johnston’s 
dawn scouting mission for Robert E. Lee on July 2, 1863.

Stuart’s Ride: J.E.B. Stuart in the Gettysburg Campaign
Examining Stuart’s ride through Maryland and Pennsylvania 
during the campaign.

David A. Powell



David A. Powell is a graduate of the Virginia Military Institute 
(1983) with a B.A. in history. He has published numerous 
articles in various magazines, and more than fifteen historical 
simulations of different battles. For the past decade, David’s 
focus has been on the epic battle of Chickamauga, and he is 
nationally recognized for his tours of that important battlefield. 
The result of that study was his first published book, The 
Maps of Chickamauga (Savas Beatie, 2009). His latest book is 
Failure In The Saddle: Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joe Wheeler, 
and the Confederate Cavalry In the Chickamauga Campaign 
(Savas Beatie, 2011). He is currently working on a full-length 
monograph of the battle of Chickamauga. The first volume of 
that work, titled The Chickamauga Campaign: A Mad Irregular 
Battle, is scheduled for a 2014 release. David and his wife Anne 
live and work in the northwest suburbs of Chicago, Illinois. He is 
Vice President of Airsped, Inc., a specialized delivery firm.

Advance to Disaster: The Peach Orchard at Gettysburg 
Daniel Sickles and the decision to occupy the Peach Orchard, 
July 2, 1863.

Civil War Tactics
How the Infantry, Artillery, and Cavalry fought—by the book 
and in the field. Includes missions and the evolution of 
doctrine.

Sigel in the Shenandoah
May, 1864 and the battle of New Market from the Union per-
spective.

Shiloh: The Right Flank
Sherman, McClernand, and the Jones Field counterattack, April 
6, 1862.



Ryan Quint

“A spirit unconquered 
and unconquerable”: 
Manning Force and the 
Battle of Atlanta 
An examination of the 
role played by Brigadier 
General Manning Ferguson 
Force during the Battle of 
Atlanta. Force’s brigade 
occupied a crucial portion 
of the Federal line and 
played a pivotal role in the 
heavy fighting on July 22, 
1864. 

“You Snatched Washington Out of Our hands”: 
The Battle of Monocacy and the Redemption of Lew Wallace
As the youngest Major General in the Union Army during the 
spring of 1862, Lew Wallace had large roles in the seizure 
of Forts Henry and Donelson. His career was nearly ended, 
however, due to some of his decisions during the bloody 
engagement at Shiloh in April, 1862. Sent to a command 
thought far away from the battles, Wallace instead found 
himself involved in Jubal Early’s 1864 invasion of Maryland. 
Wallace’s ensuing decisions and actions not only saved the 
capital of Washington, D.C., but also redeemed his career.

Ryan Quint, a Maine native, earned his history degree from the 
University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg, Virginia. He is 
a volunteer with the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National 
Military Park and a contributing author to Emerging Civil War.



Join us for the Second Annual 
Emerging Civil War Symposium 

at Stevenson Ridge

July 24 – 26, 2015
“Civil War Legacies”

   $75/person early-bird rate for those who register by April 30. 
     $95/person regular rate. Attendees who came last year qualify for 
             a special registration rate of $55 before December 1, 2014.

Reginstration fee includes a Friday night round table discussion;       
lectures, lunch, and book signings on Saturday; and tours of the           
Chancellorsville battlefield on Sunday.

For more information, e-mail emergingcivilwar@gmail.com or           
contact Stevenson Ridge at (540) 582-6263. 

To check out some of last year’s speakers, visit 
http://emergingcivilwardotcom.wordpress.com/2014/11/05/check-out-last-
years-ecw-symposium-speakers-on-c-span



Meg Thompson

Antebellum Militias
This is an important, yet overlooked, part of the development 
of both Civil War armies. First Bull Run was officered, 
provisioned, and fought mainly by militia volunteers. Other 
than army commanders, the junior officer corps was made 
up almost entirely of amateurs commanding other amateurs. 
These volunteers are given short shrift historiographically. 
Nevertheless, a deeper look will provide information about the 
men and the structures that eventually became the backbone of 
both the Confederate and Union forces.

The Election of 1860
What a rollicking time they had in Chicago! From earlier 
meetings with fence rails and Mr. Lincoln being crowd-surfed 
over the heads on his “fans,” to the backroom politicking of the 
Wigwam, characters like David Davis, Ward Hill Lamon, and 
Horace Greeley are immensely entertaining, as is the story of 
Lincoln’s nomination to the Republican ticket in 1860.



The Election of 1864
A much more serious matter, 1864 saw a dispirited Lincoln 
afraid he was going to lose his presidency and maybe even the 
war. An examination of the Blind Memorandum shows just 
how low things were for the White House, while a reading 
of Lincoln’s address to the 166th Ohio volunteers provides 
the key to a large part of Lincoln’s win--the soldier vote. 
With Union victories in Georgia and a renewed interest in 
politics on the part of the men serving in the Union Army, the 
Copperheads and McClellan had an unwinnable election on 
their hands.

First Bull Run
Nope: the Fire Zouaves did NOT run away; there were no 
masked batteries; the Black Horse Cavalry was not super-
human in size, strength, or number; and General McDowell was 
NOT a doofus. The First Battle of Bull Run is really the entire 
Civil War in one battle: everything that went well continued to 
do so, and everything that failed was an issue to the end of the 
war. Whether it was transportation, communication, confusion, 
or inexperience, Bull Run/Manassas has it in microcosm.

Custer at Gettysburg
This topic has become the new Pickett’s Charge in Gettysburg 
historiography. Sides are being taken concerning just how 
important General George Custer’s actions on East Cavalry 
Field were on July 3, 1863. Was an attack by Stuart really the 
third part of Lee’s overall strategy to win the battle, or was 
Jeb just hanging around back there? Both sides have excellent 
arguments.

John Hay & George Nicolay
Lincoln’s real men! Abraham Lincoln brought these two from 
Illinois with him on the Inaugural Express. They were there 
for absolutely everything, and they are fascinating historical 
personages in their own rights. John Hay went on to a career 
in diplomatic service that ended with Theodore Roosevelt, and 



Nicolay went back to Illinois as a journalist with a unique point 
of view. They teamed up, off and on, to write a biography of 
their boss and friend, Abraham Lincoln, that is not read very 
often any more. This should be remedied, and people should 
know more about Hay and Nicolay.

Major General Irvin McDowell
One of the most underrated Union generals. The plans for First 
Bull Run were impeccable, but not carried out—for a variety of 
reasons. Most think McDowell was run out of town after Bull 
Run, but not true! He continued to serve the Federal Army with 
grace and dedication, if not great distinction, until near the 
end of his life. He is buried in San Francisco National Cemetery 
in the Presidio of San Francisco. His simple marble military 
headstone is a perfect example of McDowell’s entire career. 
Irvin is misspelled “Irwin.”

Civil War Artists & Journalists
The idea of the “embedded journalist” is not new by any means. 
Embedding journalists began in the Crimean War, and was a 
Civil War staple. When making camp, the first thing to go up 
after the officers’ tents was the apparatus to create “T-mail,” or 
the telegraph. Reporters sent their dispatches to their papers 
as quickly as possible. Artists had a different timeline. Their 
sketches were made literally on the run, and then sent in courier 
packets to their respective papers. At that point, an engraver 
prepared a plate engraving of the sketch, and finally the images 
appeared in the news. The whole story is fascinating, as is the 
“Bohemian Brigade” of reporters and artists. 

The Aftermath of Battle: 
“What Did They Do with All the Bodies?”
A good question—and deserving of an answer. The issue of the 
disposal of remains—human, equine, Yankee or Confederate—
was a serious problem even before there was ever a battle. 
If the army is seen as a small city, then, even under the best 
of circumstances, folks die. If there is a battle, the problem is 



Meg Thompson, a contributing writer at Emerging Civil 
War, is author of the forthcoming Emerging Civil War Series 
title Aftermath of Battle: The Burial of the Civil War Dead. 
Her undergraduate degree in Liberal Studies with a minor in 
American History was from California State University, Long 
Beach, and she is almost finished with a Masters degree in 
History, with a Civil War emphasis. Thompson is at work on First 
Fallen: The Life of Colonel Elmer Ellsworth, the only biography 
written about Ellsworth since Ruth Painter Randall’s, published 
in 1960.  In her book, she challenges some of the assumptions 
made about Ellsworth, and uses his life as a lens through which 
to view the attitudes and events of the urban North prior to the 
Civil War.

magnified a thousand fold. The dead were handled in one way, 
the seriously injured in another, the slightly injured in another, 
and the animals in still another manner. It was a chaotic scene 
all around no matter how one viewed it. There are many, many 
aspects to this issue, but there are answers to every question.

Colonel Elmer Ellsworth
No biography has been written about Ellsworth since the 
1950s, any yet he remains an iconic image of the war. He was a 
friend of Lincoln, an active participant in every event that got 
Lincoln to the White House, a patriotic example for the Union 
when Lincoln first called for troops, and the first Federal officer 
to give his life for the cause. His case is one of the best “what 
ifs” of any Civil War conversation: “What if Ellsworth hadn’t 
been killed at Alexandria?” A worthy discussion, as is any other 
aspect of his short life.



William Lee 
White

Chickamauga: 
The Struggle along 
the Banks of the 
River of Death
Fought in the dark 
North Georgia 
woods the Battle of 
Chickamauga is the 
one battle everyone 
knows, but knows 
nothing about.  Tells the story of the three bloodiest days on 
Georgia soil and why this battle mattered in the final days of 
the summer of 1863.

“Their Bodies Lie Piled on One Another”:  
The Battle of Kolb Farm
The first engagement along the Kennesaw Line that set the 
tone for the final phase of the struggle for the city of Atlanta.

“Great Things Are Expected of Us”:  
A Young Carolinian Goes to War
The unique story of C. Irvine Walker, a young South 
Carolina officer in the Army of Tennessee.  Walker offers 
new and vivid account of the campaigns and battles of the 
Confederacy’s main western army.

Red Blood and Red Dirt:  The Battle of Resaca
The story of the Battle of Resaca, the largest battle fought 
on Georgia soil and bloodiest of the Atlanta Campaign.  

“Hold the Fort!”: The Battle of Allatoona Pass
Examines the savage, though now largely forgotten battle 
fought to protect Sherman’s lifeline that set the tone for 
Hood’s Tennessee Campaign. 



“Stonewall of the West”:  Patrick R. Cleburne’s last 370 days
Patrick Cleburne reputation rose like a meteor across the 
Confederacy in the last days of 1863, a year later the South 
would morn the loss of their second Stonewall.  

The History of the Campaign that Everyone Forgot: 
Hood’s North Georgia/Alabama Campaign of 1864
Examines what happened for the Army of Tennessee between 
the fall of Atlanta and the Battle of Franklin.  

“Give a Little Charity”: The Case for Braxton Bragg
“None of Bragg’s soldiers ever loved him. They had no faith 
in his ability as a general” said Sam Watkins in his beloved 
Co. Aytch, but is it true?  A reassessment of Braxton Bragg, 
focusing on his popularity among his soldiers and among his 
lieutenants.

“The Bull of the Woods”: James Longstreet in the West 
The story of how Lee’s “Old Warhorse” became a “Bull” in the 
West in the fall of 1863.

They Shall Not Pass: The Battle of Ringgold Gap
Among one of the greatest disasters of the Army of Tennessee 
came one of its greatest triumphs in the final battle in the struggle 
for Chattanooga.  The Battle of Ringgold Gap would see triumph 
and tragedy and start the rise of General Patrick Cleburne.

“Like Driftwood in a Squall”: 
Alexander P. Stewart’s Assault at Chickamauga
Looks at the only truly successful Confederate action in the 
bloody game of tic tac toe that defined the bloody fighting on 
September 19th, 1863.

Forgotten Saviors: The Role of the Confederate Cavalry 
in the Battle of Pickett’s Mill
Tells the story of the role of Joe Wheeler’s Cavalry in the battle 
that Sherman chose to forget.



From Nicaragua to Chickamauga: 
Filibusters and their impact on the Army of Tennessee
Discusses the role of the Central American Filibusters who 
became officers in the Army of Tennessee.

General Bragg’s Army
A look at the men that served under Bragg and Hood in the 
Army of Tennessee.  Who were they?  Why did they fight? What 
did they do?  And what was their legacy?

Bottom Rail on Top Now: 
The 44th United States Colored Troops’ Story
Escaping from Bondage and taking up the sword to fight to see 
the end of Slavery, the 44th U.S.C.T. would see great triumph 
and great despair in their career as soldiers in Georgia and 
Tennessee.

Nadine Turchin, From Russia with Love or Maybe Contempt
Nadine Turchin followed her husband, General John Turchin, 
into the field in 1861 and from then on she was as a force to be 
reckoned with off and on the battlefield.

White Star Rising: John Geary’s Division in the West
Transferred with Joe Hooker to the West during his quest for 
redemption in the fall of 1863, the White Star Division would 
become the mountain assault division of the Union Army of the 
Cumberland from Lookout Mountain to Dug Gap.

Western Palmettos: 
The 10th South Carolina Infantry Regiment
The story of the only lowland South Carolina Regiment to serve 
in the Army of Tennessee and the men who comprised it.

“Sherman Would Not Have A Man Left”: 
The Whitworth Sharpshooters of the Army of Tennessee
Looks at the role of the deadly Whitworth Sharpshooters of the 
Army of Tennessee.  



Fighting in the Army of Tennessee: The Training and 
Tactics of the Confederacy’s Western Army
A look at how the Army of Tennessee fought its battles, from 
the stand up fights of 1862 to the muddy trenches of 1864.  

Lincoln’s Absalom:
Benjamin Hardin Helm of the Orphan Brigade
The Civil War is remembered as Brother against Brother and 
so it was with President Lincoln with his Kentucky born in 
laws.  Of all of his rebellious in-laws though, Hardin Helm was 
his favorite and his death in the Battle of Chickamauga caused 
him to feel, “Like David of old when he was told of the death of 
Absalom.”

William Lee White graduated from the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga with a B.A. in History and works as a ranger 
at the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park 
where he presents talks and tours on all phases of the Battles 
for Chattanooga. He edited “Great Things Are Expected of Us” 
The Letters of Colonel C. Irvine Walker, 10th South Carolina, 
CSA, part of the University of Tennessee’s Voices of the Civil 
War series, and has authored several essays on various topics 
relating to the Civil War in the Western Theater. He’s also been 
published in America’s Civil War. He’s author of the forthcoming 
Bushwhacking on A Grand Scale: The Battle of Chickamauga for 
the Emerging Civil War Series and edited a portion of the diary 
of Patrick Cleburne that will be part of Dr. Steven Woodworth’s 
Civil War Campaigns in the Heartland Series’ volume on the 1864 
Tennessee Campaign.

Geographic availability: Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, South 
Carolina, Western North Carolina, and Southern Kentucky. 
Other areas might be available as well depending on schedule 
and accomodations.



Offering compelling, easy-to-read overviews 
of some of the Civil War’s most important stories.

Bloody Autumn: 
The Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign 
of 1864
“[A] good overview of 
battles and campaigns 
and . . . an essential 
addition to serious 
students’ libraries.”
     — Civil War News

“The authors’ style 
is both easy to read and informative 
resulting in an enjoyable book well worth 
having.”
     — TOCWOC

“This recent title in Savas Beatie’s 
Emerging Civil War Series . . . continues 
their mission of offering succinct and 
accessible studies.” 
     — The Civil War Monitor

Spring 2014

Bushwhacking 
on a Grand Scale: 
The Battle of 
Chickamauga
“an excellent book that 
provides a general over-
view and gives enough 
detail for more knowl-
edgeable readers.”
   — Civil War News

“Those who want a 
relatively quick read with a level of detail 
that is more intermediate will appreciate 
many of the book’s features.” 
   — Civil War Book Review

Fall 2013

The Last Days of 
Stonewall Jackson
“[A] fine retelling 
of the events of 
May 2-10, 1863.” 
     — Jeffrey D. Wert
       
“[D]eeply research and 
well-written, shedding 
new light on Jackson’s 
fatal last ride.” 
     — Blue & Gray

“These two fine historians have put this 
enduring tale in context with history, 
romance, legend, and the legacy of the Lost 
Cause . . . [using] an impressive array of 
primary and secondary source materials. 
Their interpretation of Stonewall Jackson’s 
last days . . . is fair-minded, balanced, 
and revealing. Readers, whether Jackson 
scholars or those learning about the general 
for the first time, will find this study both 
illuminating and entertaining.”
     — Frank O’Reilly, historian

Spring 2013

Simply Murder: 
The Battle of 
Fredericksburg
“[A] succinct overview 
of the battle . . . . 
The authors have 
efficiently covered the 
important facts in tightly 
organized text.” 
   — Civil War News

“The presentation of an 
intelligent, readable, and original 
account at each location is wonderful. 
Time after time, I wished this book was 
with me during my visit to the battlefield.”
   — Jim Durney

Winter 2012
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Masterful storytelling 
richly enhanced 

with hundreds of photos, 
illustrations, and maps.

Fall 2014 Summer 2015 Fall 2015 Winter 2015

Spring 2015

No Turning Back: 
A Guide to the 1864 
Overland Campaign
“I ardently recommend 
this book to anyone 
who wants to follow 
in the footsteps of the 
Army of the Potomac 
and Army of Northern 
Virginia.” 
   — Civil War Monitor

“[A] great option for a tour of low to mod-
erate intensity. The text’s popular format 
will appeal to a broader range of visitors . . . 
but there’s little reason for seasoned readers 
to regard it as guide-lite either.”
   — Civil War Books & Authors

Spring 2014

A Season of 
Slaughter: 
The Battle of 
Spotsylvania 
Court House
“[A] wonderful book 
for anyone interested in 
learning about the fight-
ing around Spotsylva-
nia Court House or who 
would like to tour the 
area. It is well written, easy to read, and 
well worth the price.”
   — Civil War News

an “insightful examination of the cam-
paign’s context” 
   — Civil War Times

Spring 2013



Emerging Civil War serves as a public history-oriented platform for sharing 
original scholarship related to the American Civil War.

Our primary audience is the general public, so scholarship is defined broadly: 
historical research, memory studies, travelogues, personal narratives, essays, 
book reviews, and photography. Journalistic-style coverage of current Civil 
War-related events and the Civil War in pop culture are also included. 
Furthermore, ECW encourages respectful discussion about that material. 
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ECW seeks to encourage a diversity of perspectives in the scholarship 
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As a collective, the individuals who comprise ECW are encouraged to share 
their own unique interests and approaches. The combined collection of 
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