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Welcome to Emerging Civil War’s 
2012-2013 speakers bureau. 

Since we were founded in the summer of 2011, 
we have offered dozens of talks to Roundtables, 
Historical Societies, and other groups interested 
in Civil War history—and we look forward to 
the chance to work with you.

Our historians come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds and have a wide variety of interests, 
so hopefully you’ll find something here that will be 
of interest to your group. Our brochure features 
background information on each of our speakers 
as well as a listing of the programs they’ll each offer 
for the upcoming season. 

Virginia Bensen  Kathleen Logothetis 
Zac Cowsert  Chris Mackowski
Daniel T. Davis  Kristopher D. White
Phillip Greenwalt
 



To book one of our speakers, feel free to email us at 
emergingcivilwar@yahoo.com. Let us know who 
you’re interesting in contacting and which program 
you’re interested in. (You may contact more than one 
speaker at a time.) Please also let us know when your 
meetings are, what dates you have available, and what 
travel accommodations your group is able to offer. Let 
us know any other information that would be helpful, 
as well.

If there’s a particular topic you’re interested in but 
don’t see here, feel free to inquire and we’ll do our 
best to accommodate your request. Likewise, you may 
see a story that interests you on our blog by one of our 
writers who’s not listed here; we’ll be happy to pass 
along those inquiries, as well.

You can see a current listing of our speaking 
engagements at 
http://emergingcivilwar.com/upcoming-presentations



Virginia R. Bensen

The Civil War Experiences of 
Julia Chase & Mary Greenhow Lee
Based on the diaries of these 
two women, Bensen describes 
the civilian experiences and 
viewpoints of a Unionist and a 
Confederate woman who both 
lived through the Civil War in 
Winchester, Virginia.

Good Death/Bad Death: 
The Influence of Religion and the Art of Dying
This lecture/discussion focuses on 19th century American culture’s 
preoccupation with death and the art of dying. This preoccupation 
affected the commanders, the soldiers, the medical staffs, and the 
families of both Union and Confederate forces.

Nursing and the Civil War
Nursing during the Civil War has been misunderstood. Audience 
will be introduced to the Union and Confederate medical structures, 
the interactions between female nurses and the male surgeons, the 
U.S. Sanitary Commission and nurse training, the two 19th century 
nursing philosophies, and the types of women hospital workers.

The Women’s Sphere
An interactive lecture/discussion that provides insights into 
the established roles and expected behaviors for women during 
Antebellum North and South and how the Civil War brought many 
changes to women of both sides.

Dr. Virginia R. Bensen has a doctorate in Programs for Higher 
Education Leadership, specializing in adult educational program 
design, delivery and evaluation, as well as an M.B.A. She’s working on a 
master’s degree in History, focusing on 19th Century Women’s history, 
from American Public University. She has a forthcoming book: The 
McDougal Chronicles: A Family’s Civil War Experience in Winchester, 
Virginia.



Zac Cowsert

Chancellorsville’s “Other” Great 
Casualty: Joseph Hooker on May 3rd
Joseph Hooker collapsed on the front 
porch of the Chancellor House on May 
3rd, 1863, knocked senseless by a 
Confederate artillery round. Eclipsed 
by the more famous wounding of his 
Confederate counterpart Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson, Joe Hooker’s 
concussion on the morning of May 
3rd would have serious implications 
for the final climactic day of the Battle 
of Chancellorsville.

King Cotton Failed: Confederate Foreign Policy with Great Britain
The Confederacy relied on King Cotton, the lifeblood of the Southern 
economy, to help leverage independence from Great Britain. 
Confident of recognition, the Confederacy crafted a presumptuous 
and arrogant foreign policy that actually lessened the likelihood of 
British intervention.

Prince Camille de Polignac: A “Dam Frog-Eating Frenchman” 
and Confederate Major-General
Hailing from the highest echelons of French society, Camille de 
Polignac imagined himself the next great Caesar. A professional 
soldier, Polignac leapt at the chance to aid the cause of the Southern 
Confederacy in 1861. Over the next four years, Polignac struggled 
to overcome the nativism and xenophobia inherent in Confederate 
armies, ultimately endearing himself to a wily brigade of Texans 
in Louisiana’s 1864 Red River Campaign. This presentation offers 
not only the exciting narrative of a truly unique character, but also 
provides insight into the plight of foreigners serving in Southern 
armies.

Zac Cowsert graduated from Centenary College of Louisiana with 
a B.A. in History and Political Science. He is a graduate student at 
the University of West Virginia. During the summers, Zac works as a 
seasonal historian for Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military 
Park.



Daniel T. Davis

A Grand Charge: 
Emory Upton and the Battle 
of Spotsylvania Court House
Explores the role of Emory 
Upton during the battle and his 
contribution to the evolution of 
tactics.

Green Mountain Valor: 
The Vermont Brigade in the 
Battle of the Wilderness
Explores the role of Lewis Grant’s 
Vermont Brigade during the battle.

Let Us Have a Fair Fight: 
George Custer, Thomas Rosser and the Battle of Tom’s Brook
Examines the friendship between Custer and Rosser, both in the 
ante- and post- bellum years, and one of the battles in which they 
directly engaged.

The Most Desperate Acts of Gallantry: 
George Custer’s Experiences as a Staff Officer
Examines Custer’s role and battle participation prior to his 
promotion to General Officer.

A Terrible Deadly Fire: The Battle of Brawner Farm
Examines the opening engagement of the Battle of Second Manassas.

Through Trials to Triumph: 
A Contrast in Custer’s Civil War Leadership
Contrasts two of Custer’s actions in two battles, Trevilian Station and 
Tom’s Brook.

Daniel T. Davis graduated from Longwood University with a 
B.A. in Public History. He worked for five years as a historian at 
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park and 
Appomattox Court House National Historic Site. Dan currently resides 
in Vienna, VA with his wife and their beagle mix, Bayla.



Phillip 
Greenwalt 

A Fight Between the Farm 
Lanes: Battle of Groveton
Discusses the early 
portion of the Second 
Manassas campaign—the 
Battle of Groveton—and 
the ramifications of this 
engagement through the rest 
of the war. 

From the Bloody Angle: 
Steuart’s Brigade and Johnson’s Division and the Fighting of May 12
Looks at the fighting early in the morning of May 12, 1864 at 
Spotsylvania Court House, from the trenches of Johnson’s Division 
and specifically Steuart’s Brigade.

Lost From the Top: Confederate Leadership
Examining the role of Jefferson Davis and his Western Theatre 
command—mismanagement that ultimately lost the war.

Maryland, Whip Maryland: The Shenandoah Valley Campaign 
from the Perspective of Confederate Marylanders
Looks at the Battle of Front Royal, which is a microcosm of the 
brother-versus-brother theme of the Civil War. The 1st MD (Union) 
and 1st MD (Confederate) squared off against each other. The 
presentation also looks at the role Marylanders played in the 
Confederate victory at Cross Keys.

Maryland, My Maryland No More: 
The Confederate Invasion of Maryland of 1862
Looking at different perspectives—Federals, Confederates, and 
civilians—of the Confederate invasion of and defeat in Maryland. 

A Nation Torn and A State Divided: 
Maryland in the First Two Years of the War
Discusses the role of Maryland during the events of 1861-1862, 
leading up through and past the Antietam Campaign.



Orphans of the East: 
George Hume “Maryland” Steuart and Confederate Marylanders
A discussion about the forgotten Maryland general and Maryland’s 
oft-overlooked Confederate soldiers.

Southern-most Northern City & the Northern-most Southern 
City: Baltimore on the Eve of the Civil War
Discusses the events that cast Baltimore’s role in the build-up to and 
early stages of the Civil War, including the Battle of Baltimore on 
April 19, 1861.

Sticking with the Colors: Why Confederate Soldiers Endured the 
Hardships of late 1864-1865 in the Army of Northern Virginia
From the perspective of the common soldier, discusses the reasons 
for their continued devotion to the Confederacy and Robert E. Lee’s 
Army of Northern Virginia.

Wearing the Blue: 
6th Maryland Infantry and the Battle of the Wilderness
One of Greenwalt’s ancestors fought in the 6th MD and was mortally 
wounded during an assault on May 5th. Greenwalt discusses the 
Battle of the Wilderness from the extreme right flank of the Union 
Army, from the start of the battle through Confederate General John 
B. Gordon’s flank attack. 

Where the War was Lost: The Disastrous 1862-1863 
Leadership of the Army of the Tennessee
Examines how the Confederate army’s leadership mismanaged and 
ultimately lost the Confederate heartland. Also shows the emergence 
of Union leadership: George Thomas, William Sherman, Ulysses S. 
Grant.

Phillip Greenwalt works as a historian with the National Park Service 
in Virginia. He started with the NPS as an intern at Fredericksburg and 
Spotsylvania National Military Park. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
History from Wheeling Jesuit University, where he was the recipient 
of the John T. Wack History Award. He earned his graduate degree in 
American History from George Mason University. He has been published 
in Hallowed Ground, the official magazine of the Civil War Preservation 
Trust, and the Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star. His ancestors include 
two “multiple-great uncles” who died in the war, including one mortally 
wounded at the Battle of the Wilderness in May 1864.



Kathleen 
Logothetis

Echoes of Chancellorsville: 
Daniel Sickles at Gettysburg
Compares and connects Sickles’ 
actions at Gettysburg with his 
experience at Chancellorsville.

The Flying Dutchman: 
The XI Corps at Chancellorsville
Examines the action and reaction of 
the XI on May 2, 1863 and whether 
that corps truly deserved the name 
the “Flying Dutchman.”

To The Breaking Point: The Toll of War on the Civil War Soldier
Examines the experience of war for the Civil War soldier and the 
impact of those experiences on the individual.

Kathleen Logothetis graduated from Siena College with a B.A. in 
History and a Certificate in Revolutionary Era Studies and from 
West Virginia University with a Masters in History (with a focus 
on the American Civil War). She will be pursuing her Doctorate at 
West Virginia University. Kathleen has been a Seasonal Historical 
Interpreter at Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park 
since 2010.



Chris 
Mackowski

The Battle of the 
Bloody Angle
For twenty-two 
straight hours, in 
torrential downpours, 
up to their knees 
in mud and blood, 
Federals and 
Confederates slugged 
it out in the most intense sustained hand-to-hand combat of the war. 
A panopoly of horror, one soldier called it. A Saturnalia of blood. 
Hell’s Half-Acre. The slaughter pen of Spotsylvania. Most remember it 
simply as the Bloody Angle.

Chancellorsville: Crossroads of Fire
For three days in May 1863, the tiny wilderness intersection of 
Chancellorsville became the most important crossroads in America. 
Mackowski recounts the story of a campaign that began with Joe 
Hooker’s “perfect” plans but ended up being remembered as “Lee’s 
Greatest Victory.”

“The Dark, Close Wood”: The Battle of the Wilderness
A region of gloom...the shadow of death... one of the waste places 
of nature...a wilderness in the most forbidding sense of the word. 
The Battle of the Wilderness set a new standard for hellishness and 
opened a new chapter in the war: Lee vs. Grant.

Forgotten Casualty: The Wounding of James Longstreet
Accidentally wounded by his own men while executing a surprise 
flank attack in the Virginia Wilderness, James Longstreet was 
knocked out of the war at precisely the time Robert E. Lee needed 
him the most.



Grant’s Last Battle
Facing financial ruin and struggling against terminal throat cancer, 
Ulysses S. Grant fought his last battle. His war of words, The Personal 
Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant, would cement his place as not only one of 
America’s greatest heroes but also as one of its most sublime literary 
voices.

The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson
Jackson’s loss has been called one of the major turning points of the 
war. Follow his last days, from his flank attack at Chancellorsville and 
his accidental wounding by his own men, to the amputation of his 
arm and his final journey over the river to rest under the shade of the 
trees.

Reading the War
Even before the smoke cleared, pens were scribbling, capturing 
the horror and the romance of the American Civil War: from Walt 
Whitman and Ambrose Bierce to Stephen Crane and Margaret 
Mitchell, from Shelby Foote to Michael and Jeff Shaara, the Civil War 
has been a source of some of America’s most beloved—and most 
romanticized—literature. 

Chris Mackowski is an associate professor of journalism and mass 
communication at St. Bonaventure University. He also works as 
a historian for the National Park Service at Fredericksburg & 
Spotsylvania National Military Park, where he gives tours at four 
major Civil War battlefields (Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, 
Wilderness, and Spotsylvania), as well as at the building where 
Stonewall Jackson died. He’s the author of books on the battles of 
Wilderness and Chancellorsville, and with Kris White, co-author of 
The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson, monograph-length articles on 
Spotsylvania for Blue & Gray, and the forthcoming Chancellorsville’s 
Forgotten Front: The Battles of Second Fredericksburg and Salem 
Church. Mackowski and White have also written for Civil War Times 
and America’s Civil War.



Kristopher 
D. White

America’s 
Second-Bloodiest 
Day: The Third Day 
at Chancellorsville

Antietam: 
McClellan’s Lost 
Opportunity

Felled by Friendly Fire: The Wounding of James Longstreet

Fire in the Streets: The Street Fight at Fredericksburg, 
December 11, 1862

Five Forks: The Sheridan/Warren Controversy

From McClellan to Meade: 
How Politics Shaped the Army of the Potomac

Hell’s Half-Acre: The Bloody Angle at Spotsylvania

“It was a terribly grand scene”: 
The Slaughter Pen and Prospect Hill at Fredericksburg

The Key to the Campaign: 
The Brock Road-Plank Road Intersection at the Wilderness

The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson

Lee’s Greatest Victory/Lee’s Greatest Defeat: 
The Battle of Chancellorsville

Lesser-Known Generals

Lesser-Known Gettysburg



“Nothing in war can exceed the horror of that hour”: 
The Bombardment and Looting of Fredericksburg 

Second Guessing “Dick” Ewell: 
Why Didn’t Ewell Capture Cemetery or Culp’s Hill, July 1, 1863

This Time the Yankees Win: 
The Second Battle of Fredericksburg

A Timely Diversion: The 12th Corps at Gettysburg

Kristopher White is a historian for the Penn-Trafford Recreation Board 
and a continuing education instructor for the Community College of 
Allegheny County near Pittsburgh, PA. White is a graduate of Norwich 
University with a M.A. in Military History, as well as a graduate 
of California University of Pennsylvania with a B.A. in History. For 
five years he served as a staff military historian at Fredericksburg 
and Spotsylvania National Military Park, where he still volunteers 
his services. For a short time he was a member of the Association 
of Licensed Battlefield Guides at Gettysburg. Over the past seven 
years, he has spoken to more than thirty roundtables and historical 
societies. He is the author and co-author of numerous articles that 
have appeared in America’s Civil War, Blue & Gray, and Civil War 
Times. White co-authored The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson and 
the forthcoming Chancellorsville’s Forgotten Front: The Battles of 
Second Fredericksburg and Salem Church with longtime friend Chris 
Mackowski.



Emerging Civil War is a community of 
up-and-coming authors/speakers dedicated to 
furthering the public’s understanding of the 
American Civil War. Grounded in current scholarship 
and informed by personal research and individual 
experience, our historians have worked the front lines 
and the quiet archives. Topics span the entire 
Civil War era: the battles, the politics, the 
personalities, remembrance, and more.


